WELCOME TO KIRK OF KEITH:
ST RUFUS, BOTRIPHNIE AND GRANGE
Minister: Rev Wiekus van Straaten
01542 882799 07341370133 wvanstraaten@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Nicola Smith
01542 488673 07507234423 strufuschurch@gmail.com
TODAY, SUNDAY, 23 January
10.15 am – St Rufus (No Sunday Club)
11.45 am – Grange

REMINDER FROM THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
The regulation which makes it a legal requirement to wear a face covering in
churches and other indoor public spaces has not changed and we urge every
congregation to abide by the law and make it clear to all attendees that they
must wear a face covering with the exception of those who are under the age of
12 or who have a genuine medical exemption. We also remind congregations of
the requests from the Scottish government that we should invite individuals to
keep a distance from other households and that we also keep a list of those who
attend services for the use of Test & Protect in the event of a positive Covid
case linked to the building.
Wiekus’s Weekly Words
If you would like Wiekus to send messages to your phone you can send him
your mobile number (which he will not share with anyone else and it will not be
visible to anyone else) and he will send short messages on WhatsApp to you on
a regular basis. This will all be done confidentially. His dedicated mobile
number is 07341 370133.

FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS:-

(a) The Fly & Friendship Club meetings in January have all been cancelled.
(b) SUNDAY, 30 January
10.15 am – St Rufus (Sunday Club)
Duty elders – Barbara Robertson, Phyllis Bowman and June Cairns
11.45 am – Botriphnie
7 pm – Youth Group

(c) The Guild will meet on Tuesday, 1 February at 2 pm when Ron Smith will
be the speaker. Please remember to bring your own cup.
(d) The Kirk session will meet on Wednesday, 2 February at 7 pm.
(e) SUNDAY, 6 February
10.15 am – St Rufus (Sunday Club)
Duty elders – Eric McWilliam, Steve Shorten and Philip Davidson
11.45 am – Grange
ANNOUNCEMENTS…
1) The retiring collections at the Christingle and Watchnight Services were in
aid of Moray SANDS (Still birth and neonatal deaths) and the sum of £291.11
has been forwarded to them to help with their work in Moray.
2) Norma is looking for some help with the flowers in church. Would anyone be
willing to take a turn at doing the weekly arrangements? You don’t have to be a
flower arranger or able to use oasis. There are vases which can be used. Please
contact Norma, if you can help, on 882019.
3) Would any member of the congregation like to help by becoming part of our
Property Committee? We are very short of numbers and there are always bits of
general maintenance needing done. Even if you can only help for an hour now
and again it would be appreciated. Please contact Diane Morrison or Nicola
Smith for more information.
4) Christian Aid Scotland’s flagship supporter event takes place on Tuesday 22
February (10am-12pm). For the second year in a row ‘The Gathering’ will be an
online event open to supporters across the length and breadth of Scotland.
Guest speakers this year include two members of Christian Aid’s South
Sudan team: Yitna Tekaligne and Mbaraka Fazal.
South Sudan is a country hit hard by climate change, conflict and Covid-19.
Extreme flooding has resulted in crops and livestock being destroyed.
Seven million people do not have enough to eat.
The Gathering will look ahead to Christian Aid Week 2022 (15-21 May) which
focuses on our partners’ work in Zimbabwe. You’ll hear plenty of inspiring
fundraising ideas and have a chance to ask questions. We'll also bring you an
update on the work we’re doing in Afghanistan.
To register to take part in The Gathering please email:
edinburgh@christian-aid.org.
5) North-East Presbyteries Conference is on Saturday, 5 February 2022 and will
be discussing Church in the Twenty-First Century. See poster at the door. To
register and for more information contact: joel.pierce@abdn.ac.uk

6) REHIS Introduction to Food Hygiene level 1 by e-Learning
It is a legal requirement that anyone who handles or prepares food and drink is
appropriately trained and/or supervised. This course is suitable for anyone who
handles and prepares food and drink and will be especially useful for anyone
who bakes at home on behalf of their congregation. This will help ensure that all
members and volunteers have received suitable training.
This course will take approximately 2 hours to complete, is interactive and
participants will be encouraged to reflect on their food safety knowledge and
skills. There are no tests or exams during or after this course.
This course is delivered through a third party training partner and is entirely
online so you will need access to a computer or tablet with a suitable internet
connection. At the end of the course you will receive an approved REHIS
Introduction to Food Hygiene certificate.
If you wish to register for the course there is an on line form
https://forms.office.com/r/SQncvKdWus
Alternatively contact Nicola for more information.
7) Flowers for January and February donated by:
2/1/22 – Frances McKenzie
9/1/22 – Anne Cameron
16/1/22 – Kath Robson
23/1/22 – Mary Paterson
30/1/22 – Linda and Davy Wright
6/2/22 – Agnes Paterson
13/2/22 – Rachael Davidson
20/2/22 – Smith family
27/2/22 – Fiona Simpson
Flower Fund – a few spaces have become available in the flower calendar. If
anyone wishes to donate flowers, give money on an annual basis or take turns to
arrange flowers please contact Norma on 882019.
8) Could any elders who know of someone who should receive church flowers
please put their details in the book in the counting room or let Nicola know.
9) June Cairns co-ordinates the rota for church transport and her contact number
is 01542 882336.

Check out the Kirk webpage which can be found at www.strufus.org

Moray Fresh Start
MFS aims to assist the resettlement of homeless in Moray by providing a pack
of basic household items that help them to make a new beginning.
Please see our website - http://www.morayfreshstart.org.uk/ for the type of
items we needed.
For more information, and/or to arrange a donation, please contact us on 01343
550566 or email contact@morayfreshstart.org.uk

Moray Food Plus+
Please help those in need of emergency food by donating any long-life foods.
There is an increased need now due to the effects of Covid-19.
The items must be non-perishable (dried or tinned), in date, and not high in salt,
sugar, or saturated fat. The blue box inside the main door at St. Rufus has been
supplied for donated items.
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